


















































Village of Taos Ski Valley 

Village Council 

Agenda Item 

AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  Consideration to Approve Village of Taos Ski Valley Resolution 

No. 2018-365 A Resolution Declaring Hazardous Fire 

Conditions and Imposing Fire Restrictions  

DATE: July 10, 2018 

PRESENTED BY:  Mark G. Fratrick, Village Administrator 

STATUS OF AGENDA ITEM:  New business 

CAN THIS ITEM BE RESCHEDULED: Not recommended 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

 Carson Nation Forest instituted Stage 3 fire restrictions on June 27, 2018 which included 

closure of the U.S. Forest Service lands. The Village of Taos Ski Valley held an Emergency 

Council meeting on June 27, 2018 to consider what steps the Village should take to support the 

Forest Service Stage 3 restrictions.  The Village cannot shut down as there are people living here, 

businesses open, and projects that need to be worked on. 

 The Village adopted Ordinance 2004-02 AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO OPEN 

FIRES, FIREWORKS AND THE USE OF PUBLIC PROPERTY; REGULATING THE USE 

OF FIREWORKS AND OPEN FIRES AND PROHIBITING THE USE OF OPEN FIRES 

DURING PERIODS WHEN THE FIRE CHIEF FINDS THAT THE FIRE DANGER IS HIGH; 

PROVIDING A PENALTY AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 97-2, on August 5, 2003. The 

ordinance does not address items currently under discussion. 

Chief Daniels presented a draft Resolution with safety measures to take for the Village residents, 

businesses, visitors, and project contractors. These items were discussed and approved by the 

Village Council in draft form on June 27, 2018. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  The fire restrictions outlined in the resolution have been in use 

and have been publicized. A motion is requested to approve Village of Taos Ski Valley 

Resolution No. 2018-365 A Resolution Declaring Hazardous Fire Conditions and Imposing Fire 

Restrictions 



Village of Taos Ski Valley 

Resolution No. 2018-365 

A Resolution Declaring Hazardous Fire Conditions and 

Imposing Fire Restrictions  

 

Whereas, The Village of Taos Ski Valley has ordained that due to long term drought conditions and rapidly 

escalating fire danger within the Village of Taos Ski Valley the following activities shall be prohibited or 

restricted within the boundaries of the Village of Taos Ski Valley; until rescinded 

 

Whereas, consistent with its authority to provide for the safety and to preserve the health and welfare of the 

residents of the Village of Taos Ski Valley, pursuant to the Village of Taos Ski Valley Ordinance No. 2004-02, 

sections 1-8, the following restrictions are being imposed effective immediately; 

 

RESTRICTIONS: 

 HIKER PARKING IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 CHARCOAL AND WOOD BURNING GRILLS ARE PROHIBITED;  Cooking devices, intended 

for outdoor use, fueled by charcoal or wood are prohibited. 

 OPEN BURNING IS PROHIBITED; Agriculture burning; bonfires; burning of explosives and 

fireworks; campfires; ceremonial fires; controlled burning; outdoor cooking fires; outdoor heating fires; 

open burning; open flames; burning and/or storing slash or  woodchip piles; and weed burning are 

prohibited. 

 SMALL ENGINE EQUIPMENT IS PROHIBITED; Operating small internal or external combustion 

engines such as temporary generators, chainsaws, landscaping equipment or any tool which emits sparks 

are prohibited 

 OUTDOOR WELDING AND CUTTING TORCHES ARE PROHIBITED; Welding or operating 

acetylene or other gas fueled torch is prohibited. 

 SMOKING OUTDOORS IS PROHIBITED; Smoking is restricted to designated areas within 

structures which are exempt from the New Mexico No Smoking in Public Facilities Act, NMSA § 24-16-

12  or inside personal vehicles equipped with ashtrays. 

 FIREWORKS ARE PROHIBITED; The discharge of any type of fireworks or pyrotechnic devices is 

prohibited. 

 BURN PERMITS; All previously issued burn permits are suspended. Holders of these permits will need 

to reapply for a new permit once these restrictions have been lifted. 

ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES: 

 KACHINA VISTA PARK IS OPEN. 

 CAMPING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY IS ALLOWED. 

 PARKING IN THE MAIN PARKING LOT IS ALLOWED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 

 FIREPLACES AND WOODSTOVES; The use of indoor fireplaces and woodstoves are permitted, 

provided they are equipped with a metal spark arrestor screen. 

 BARBEQUE GRILLS; Cooking devices that have an on/off switch intended for outdoor use, fueled by 

liquid propane gas, natural gas or liquid fuel are permitted provided that the user: 

o Shall maintain a minimum clearance of 15’ of device and all combustible structures, fences and/or 

vegetation (No clearance is required at a single family dwelling.) 

o Shall constantly be attended by a capable adult with a means of complete extinguishment 






